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norm. Ironically as late medieval governments created ways of fielding larger,
more professional forces, the number of actual battles fought decreased. The
solution to this "problem" came in the early modern period when countries
found ways of raising the money necessary to keep these larger armies in
the field longer than medieval states were able to do.
K. G. Madison
Iowa State University

Juliet R. V. Barker, The Tournament in England, 1100-1400. Boydell & Brewer,
1986.
Nothing is more important, and more neglected, in modern chivalric and
military histories than the tournament. Certainly historians, among them
Maurice Keen and Richard Barber, have mentioned the tournament within
the context of their recent works on chivalry, but both fail to discuss
adequately the historical origins, terminology, weaponry and participants
of the tournament itself. Nor do they attempt, within these discussions of
chivalry, to link the tournament with any actual military activity. In order
to fill this gap in modern historical writing, as well as to correct previous
misconceptions left by early twentieth-century tournament histories written
by F. H. Cripps-Day (The History of the Tournament in France and England
[London, 1918]) and R. C. Clepham (The Tournament: Its Period and Phases
[London, 1919]), Juliet R. V. Barker has written a study of English tournaments in the period 1100 to 1400. In doing so she has given us a work which,
despite its chronological and geographical limitations, answers most of the
questions historians (and scholars of courtly literature) might pose concerning the history of medieval tournaments.
Barker divides her book into eight chapters. Five chapters serve as a
history of the tournament in medieval culture, discussing it as a spectacle
and its relationship to war, to politics, to the Church and to society. Three
chapters-numbers one, seven and eight respectively-are left to introduce
the terminology, forms, arms, and armor of the tournament. While the book's
historical chapters serve the reader well, composed as they are from Barker's
keen knowledge of the narrative, literary, and diplomatic sources (many of
which exist only in manuscript form), its introductory chapters are often
repetitive and poorly placed in the book. Why, for example, must we wait
until the seventh chapter before we are told the difference between a
hastilude and a joust, between a tournament a plaisance and a tournament
aoutrance? Had Barker begun her work with this chapter and the one following it on the arms and armor of the tournament participants, much duplication and confusion would have been avoided.
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It has been said, "If you want to study a man, study the games he plays."
By this reasoning then, the tournament becomes a mirror in which modern
historians can look on medieval English noble society; and despite its
organizational difficulties, The Tournament in England, 1100-1400 fulfills this
reflective purpose. We see, for example, that strong English kings like
Edward I and Edward III patronized the sport, sponsoring and participating
in a number of tournaments in their kingdom. On the other hand, weaker
kings, namely Henry III and Edward II, feared that the gathering of too many
knights and nobles in a quasi-military sport would bring rebellion. A similar
dichotomy can be seen in the English Church; while some of the clergy supported the papal bans on tourneying and preached against it, others aided
the organization and pageantry of the tournament and frequently used it
as a podium to recruit for the Crusades.
Barker also adeptly traces the trends apparent in the tournament and
its participants. Indeed, it is not until quite late in its history that the tournament can be said to resemble the pageants seen so frequently in medieval
courtly literature. For this revelation alone, Barker should be thanked, for
the tournament thus becomes more than simpl y a device used by chivalric
society to show its splendor and manliness.
For only one failing this book must be held accountable. In the second
chapter, Barker attempts to link the tournament with war. A cart-and-horse
argument a t the best of times, this chapter fails to connect successfully the
two. Most of her evidence for this linkage comes from George Duby's study
of the battle of Bouvines entitled La dimanche de Bouvines. This in itself may
be where the error of her logic lies, for Duby' s study is poor at best on the
historical account of the battle. Moreover, even if one-third of the battle was
fought between knights on horseback in a manner imitating a tournament,
as Duby and Barker contend, two-thirds of the battle was fought by groups
of soldiers (both on horse and on foot) , which in no way imitated a
tournament.
Unhappily, this chapter comes very early in Barker's book, another failure
of organization which is liable to drive away some readers. Were this to
happen it would be a shame, for The Tournament in England, 1100-1400 is a
work both historians and literary scholars will find worth reading. We can
only hope that Barker will now turn her eye to the Continent and as a sequel
write a history of the tournament there.
Kelly Robert DeVries
Centre for Reformation and Renaissance Studies
University of Toronto

